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Adult Education in Macedonia as an important factor for cultural rethinking: how to encourage people to practice democracy and tolerance.

By Bettina Strewe, InterkultOst Potsdam / Freie Universität Berlin

The development of adult education in Former Yugoslavia shows that in recent years a process of transition has taken place in that field. It leads away from former centralized predominated, hierarchical and frontal structures of learning and passes over to interactive, self-directed and moderating approaches in the classrooms. In Macedonia as one of the following states of Yugoslavia, this development can be seen especially in several public and private adult and continuing institutions that have become more flexible in structures and methods, and are changing to open institutions related to target groups and the needs of the learners in a civil society. This has an impact on teachers as well as on learners concerning not only methodical approaches, acquiring new contents and forms, but even to developing a new attitude of independent thinking and acting; this provides a basis for a self-determined life and the will to contribute to a democratic community and to civil society. For countries like Macedonia this is especially important for many reasons; one of them is the coexistence of several cultural and ethnic groups within the small territory. Interactive and communicative forms of adult education there may help as one factor in developing a democratic and tolerant attitude towards others.

