PC – The Case of the Vanishing Trust?

Dr Irina Perianova, University of National and World Economy



Sofia, Bulgaria

Abstract
The paper focuses on one of the most important phenomena of the 20th century - political correctness (pc) viewed as a communicative code of globalization. Its snowballing effect in post-Communist countries may be witnessed in printed matter and on-line sources. I plan to discuss the theory of pc and make a distinction between avoidance language in general, including euphemisms, and pc as a social phenomenon which is not confined to language only. Though the phenomenon of avoidance is universal, the objects of avoidance may differ in different languages and cultures. 
 The paper outlines a gradual emergence of pc in Bulgaria as a dominant post-modernist discourse with its hidden signifiers of in/tolerance, its intercultural perspective in the wake of Bulgaria’s accession to the EU and its influence on post-communist attitudes. Our “situated identities” and projections differ in different settings, most prominently in the public space and the private space. Thus pc is linked to trust and intimacy: the more intimate the relationship the less pc. 
While pc as a communication code, with its underlying principle of equality applies to the globalized world as a whole, some of its oppositions and key concepts are culture-specific.  

The rationale of pc is H.Giles’ theory of accommodation and ex-nomination process suggested by R.Barthes. 
