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S. Heine proposed that self-enhancement correlates with self-stability/self-consistency and that these two personality constructs predict low interest in self-improvement.  The present study supports this at the ecological level. It demonstrates that, using WVS and other data, there are at least two ways to build a cultural construct underpinned by various forms of pride/self-enhancement  and self-consistency,  which predicts educational achievement at the ecological level as measured by TIMSS. The constructs correlate significantly with two previously reported nearly-orthogonal dimensions  (M. Bond's Confucian Dynamism, subsequently renamed Long Term Orientation by G. Hofstede's, and R. Inglehart's traditional versus secular/rational values)  and,  apart from educational achievement, predict persistence,  religiousness, suicide rates, competition orientation, economic development in the poor world and various other social phenomena. 

