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Text:  
Cultures everywhere struggle with issues of immigration, assimilation, adaptation, integration and co-existence.  Our field has much to offer, but it—and we—are hampered by a lack of clarity on certain basic issues, particularly the moral basis for our work.  Do our fundamental constructs (e.g., cultural relativism) help or hinder us, or have they been stretched beyond their range of convenience?
What can we say about the tensions between cultural relativism and universal human rights?  What are the implications of cultural relativism in the face of cultures that practice slavery or “honor” killings, to cite just two examples?   We know that education alone is an inadequate response to moral questions:  the Shoah (Holocaust) was devised and often perpetrated by professionals with advanced degrees.  Can we be good interculturalists and good human beings?
These essential questions and conflicts make us uncomfortable, so we generally avoid addressing them—but we pay a price for the false comfort such evasion offers.  I propose a structured, facilitated discussion of these issues and related ones the group may choose.  We may never reach consensus, but I believe that not having these difficult discussions is ultimately more damaging to our field and to us.  
