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Russia is now looking for a  model of social and cultural policy, which could be relevant to its type of the state. So it is an extremely important to look at a similar European experience, such as Britain. Our retrospective analysis shows that in the case of Great Britain what many researchers mean when they use the term “multiculturalism”, is actually “polyethnicity”, making distinction between national minorities and ethnical groups. British polyethnicity is presented as a legacy of empire, as a contemporary construction of multicultural (ethno-cultural) policy, that is, a postcolonial development. The British model is currently a mixture of assimilationist and pluralist policies, without a clear overall objective. The key point of the proposed model is the notion of Britishness (as well as Russianess), that means the peculiar sense of collective identity. The similarity of British and Russian multicultural models lies in the historical conditions of colonialism, conception of the empire in the domestic and foreign affairs. Over time Great Britain and Russia have becoming multicultural in the strict cultural sense, but they remain polyethnic in the sense of their  social and cultural policy.
