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Abstract

The issue of racism directed toward the Roma population has been troublesome for virtually all European countries.  There has been little progress in reducing this racism, despite extensive efforts of the European Union and Soros, among others.  While Bulgaria is certainly not the most racist country in Europe – Bulgarians are very proud that despite their alliance with the Nazis, every Bulgarian Jew was saved by the efforts of people at all levels of society – its attitude towards Roma is typical of that in other European countries.  Evidence of this lies in the contemporary political scene.  In the June 2005 Parliamentary elections, a newly created ultra-nationalist and xenophobic party, Ataka, achieved success that could be envied by many well-established political parties.  It featured slogans of the type, “Let’s give Bulgaria back to Bulgarians,”  “Let’s stop the ‘Gypsy-ization’ of Bulgaria,” and “Let’s stop the Gypsy Terror.”  We intend to examine the historical perspective on racism and the efforts made in Europe and elsewhere towards reducing racism.  . This is, in the authors’ opinion, a critical aspect of Eastern European culture, and addresses the conference theme, “Environment, ecology, and culture.”
