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Text:
In this paper, we first present an innovative and collaborative curriculum development involving the Universities of Manchester and Plovdiv. This collaboration is based on parallel courses taught at each institution in which students develop some awareness of the characteristics of Computer-Mediated Communication (CMC) and Intercultural Communication (IC). However, the main objective is to enable them explore the richness and challenges of Computer-Mediated Intercultural Communication (CMIC). This objective is managed through a project shared by the two institutions in which pairs of students, one from each institution, interact online. Their project work involves the experience of, and reflection on, a structured two month block of CMIC. This is carried out mainly in English, the first language of the mainly monolingual Manchester students and the main foreign language of the Plovdiv students. In the second part of the paper, we present a case study of one student pair in which we examine their CMIC experiences and reflections on them. Finally, we outline the ongoing issues we are thinking about with regard to the design of the curriculum activity and its collaborative operationalisation. (180 words)
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