Contribution (Abstract)

Title of Session:

CLASH OF RELIGIONS?

About the interdependency between Religion and Culture

Presenters:

Dr. Josef R. Erbler, Director of the Afro-Asiatic Institute in Salzburg

Dr. Daniela Molzbichler, head of the department of Interreligious dialogue and intercultural politics (AAI-Salzburg)


Content of Abstract

An introduction on the influence of religion on culture will be given. Some statements about our experience and research of 1) living as minorities in a Catholic and at the same time secular Society, 2) how or if Interreligious dialogue helps to understand each other and facilitates the living together process in Austrian Society, 3) how or if Interreligious Dialogue can support  our transcultural future. An eventual role play and examples will illustrate the topic. A panel discussion and a general discussion will follow. A Summary of events will conclude the workshop.

The topic is an example about the interdependence between Religion and Culture, especially in Austria.

The focus is the influence on the peaceful living together process and conflict prevention within Society. 

The Interreligious Dialogue is an important contribution to the peaceful resolution of latent and open conflicts arising from interethnic and interreligiously influenced conflicts within society. Globalisation and certain incidents (f. e. September 11) in the information age influence strongly the interrelation of religions within a certain society. It may strengthen prejudices among citizens but also raises the interest on certain world-religions, f. e. Islam, in order to obtain a better understanding and discernment. 

