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In this presentation I will expose approaches of human development and how the concept of culture is used or not in each of them. I will refer to various paradigms offered by agricultural development scholars and thinkers of multiculturalism. In the aftermath of WWII, food security was perceived as being a strictly technical problem with social and even more cultural components being mainly overlooked. After the failure of international development programs, the paradigm shifted from a positivist/technology-centered perspective to a constructivist/actor-centered perspective. Here the social component is central but the role of the cultural context is not explicated as such. A third interesting perspective stresses the importance of institutions for the adoption of agricultural technologies. New technologies bring about changes in the local culture and in return the choice of adopting a new technology will depend on the perception that the local culture has of that technology. Finally, thinkers of multiculturalism have taken the idea of culture as central. Whereas liberals advocate that the promotion of cultural diversity should not go above the respect for individual rights, multiculturalists argue that in some cases group rights may be considered.

