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In the new globalized world, coming generations will have to deal with a multitude of cultures to accomplish goals be they personal, diplomatic, educational, or business.  Students come to the Academic Bridge Program, a university foundation year program, in Doha, Qatar, a center of the Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development, with limited knowledge of other cultures.  Although half the population of the nation is comprised of expatriates who are helping develop the country in various ways, 95% of our students have not had more than superficial interaction with people of different cultures.

In the Arabian Gulf, in particular, educational reform has taken a stronghold and more and more high school students anticipating a university education are participating in university foundation year bridge programs.  The Academic Bridge Program gives students the opportunity to improve their skills in English as a second language, math, science, and academic skills in order to meet the requirements of the American universities in Education City, namely, Texas A&M, Georgetown, Carnegie Mellon, Virginia Commonwealth University, and Cornell Medical College or other English medium universities abroad.  

The issues addressed are stereotyping, present lack of knowledge of other cultures, narrow world view, and the need for broadening students’ knowledge of the world in general with some specific examples.

