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Abstract:

In the last 20-30 years, cultural infrastructures have experienced a decisive growth in Spain, coinciding with the decentralisation process and with a satisfactory economic development. Some research has been undertaken to clarify the impact of these infrastructures on the development, but related mainly to the economic development and to the employment. After a short overview of the development of cultural infrastructures, the paper will focus on two examples in which –in different manners– intercultural aspects play an important role. 

The first example is well–known: the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao has caused not only the economic revitalisation of a former industrial region, but also a recovering of the self–esteem of the city, during the evolution in the last years. Here, public and private bodies have opted for a cultural infrastructure in order to transform a region, under new conditions. In that project, some interesting intercultural aspects are included: Spanish public bodies of different levels have co–operated with an American Foundation in order to realise it. 

The other example is also well–known: the Raval quarter in Barcelona has become more and more a problematic part of the city, also with a high presence of immigrants and some new social problems added to the old problems of the quarter. In this multicultural environment, the public bodies have developed since more than 10 years ago a recovery program using cultural and educational infrastructures as one of the most important instruments. So, a Museum of Contemporary Art, Faculties of one of the best Catalan university, a Centre for Contemporary Culture and other equipments have being built there, with the intention that they contributed to the development of the quarter, and also wanting to establish an intercultural living together.

At the end, as an excursus, a last question should be treated: has the absolutely new panorama of the cultural infrastructures in Spain changed the cultural practices of the Spaniards? Are infrastructures able to create cultural habits? The statistics seem to indicate that this is not the case, that more relevant than (visible and political interesting) infrastructures is the education towards cultural habits.

