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The issue of stereotypes intensified thirty years ago. Researchers are unanimous that stereotypes are widely accepted socio-cultural phenomena which - to a different degree - are a proof for negative and biased opinions for the target group. However, in the end of the 1970s and during the 1980s, resea¬rch studies were influenced by the theory of social learning and social cognition. The nature of stereotypes was redefined on this basis. Stereotypes are not associated anymore only and primarily with the authoritarian consciousness but take their place among the other routine processes of categorization and social schemata. 

Since stereotypes influence the way representatives of different social and ethnic groups are perceived and the way the interactions are carried out, it is imperative to investigate the terms people think in about the out-groups in their society. The lecture will present the results of an empirical research study of young people's stereotypes of male/female sex roles and of various social and ethnic groups in Bulgaria. The study was done in the end of 2004 with about 400 students with different majors.

