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15th annual SIETAR Congress, Sept. 21-25, “Your Culture, My Culture, Our Opportunity”

Up to four hundred intercultural professionals, including consultants, corporate HR personnel and trainers, educators, public and private sector leaders, as well as members of NGOs from around the world are expected to attend the 15th annual SIETAR (Society for Intercultural Education, Training and Research) Congress being held at “La Bergerie” VVF in La Colle sur Loup, near Nice. 
The congress theme: “Your Culture, My Culture, Our Opportunity” invites the participation of local individuals and organizations interested in cultural policy, intercultural learning, or simply curious about other cultures.
Keynote events exploring the congress theme, include: 
· A critical update on intercultural work led by sociologist Jacques Demorgon (Critique de  L’interculturel, Economica/Anthropos, 2005)
· An exploration of what it means to be a Muslim in a secular society by Dounia Bouzar, recent member of the French Council on the Muslim Religion. (Monsieur Islam n'existe pas, Hachette, 2005.) 
· Intercultural ISite Theater exploring the challenges of growing up in multiple cultures by Leila Buck, Arab-American playwright and actress.
· Controversial documentary films, Many People, Many Desires (India), and Blau Jeans (Germany).
· Café philo in both English and French.
· Exhibitors of intercultural publications, multimedia and educational services
In addition there will be:

· A half-day open space event to explore the role of culture and the cultural worker in all aspects of contemporary society. 

· Over 80 presentations by professionals in business, consultants, trainers and researchers. 
· Up to 10 pre- and post-congress workshops for in-depth development of intercultural knowledge and skills. 

SIETAR is the world's largest interdisciplinary network for professionals working in the intercultural field. This year’s congress is a collaboration of SIETAR France and SIETAR Europa, whose secretariat, in Mandelieu la Napoule, near Cannes, is coordinating this year’s congress.
As SIETAR France is a state certified provider of continuing education, employers whose personnel participate in the congress or the workshops will receive training credit for the hours they spend in congress sessions. 
Complete information about the program as well as online registration for the full congress or individual days is available on the congress site at www.sietar-europa.org/congress2005.
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